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Humayun took fright at these reverses, and decided to launch
.an all-out offensive to check the growing strength of his brother.
He left Kabul on 12 June 1548, at the head of a force which lack-
ed neither experience nor resources. He was determined to liqui-
date his enemies once and for all, and then to apply himself to
the reconquest of the lost empire of Hindustan. The imperialists
captured the fort at Badakhshan without a show of resistance by
the garrison. Kamran escaped, and took refuge in the small but
well-equipped fort of Telqan. Humayun went in hot chase, laid
siege of the fort, and tightened the blockade so completely as to
compel Kamran to sue for peace. The Emperor agreed. Generous
in victory, he forgave Kamran and his associates* their acts of
disloyalty, treated them with courtesy and honour, and invited
them to forge a common front first against the Uzbegs and then
-against the Afghan rulers of Hindustan.
The unity talks, carried at the historic fountain of Band-
Kusha where nearly three decades earlier Babar accepted the
pledges of loyalty from his brother Jahangir Mirza and cousin
Khan Mirza, ended in solemn affirmations of obedience to the
wishes of the Emperor, and it seemed that the sordid chapter of
hostility among the sons of Babar Padshah had at long last come
to an end. But once again the accord proved to be short-lived. To
Karnran, the compact was no more than yet another tactic for
self-advancement. He abrogated it as soon as he saw an opportu-
nity to oust Humayun from Kabul.
Preferring to shelve for the time being the plan to subjugate
Balkh, Humayun returned to Kabul in October 1548. For tho
next eighteen months, he remained content with efforts to cleanse
his army and to impress upon his followers the virtues of unity
and single-minded approach to the problems that faced them.
Following the accord at Band-Kusha, Humayun gave Kamran
the fief of Kulab in Badakhshan; this was a minor district, and
the Emperor knew that his ambitious brother could aot be happy
with the allotment. However, before giving Kamran the charge of
a bigger and more important territory, Humayun thought he
would like to have some concrete proof of his brother's change of
* Among the top associates of Mirza Kamran were Qaracha Khan and
Bapus Khan both of whom had defected to his side following a quarrel
with Humayun over a trivial matter of prestige.